CRENSHAW CO-SPONSORS OIL SPILL PREVENTION ACT
Sweeping bill holds oil companies responsible for offshore spills, 
reforms broken federal oversight process

WASHINGTON,  DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today (6/22) joined his colleagues in introducing the Oil Spill Prevention Act, sweeping legislation to hold oil companies accountable for offshore spills and reform a broken federal oversight process to ensure disasters like the Deepwater Horizon never happen again. He is an original co-sponsor of the bill which was written by Florida Congressman Vern Buchanan and introduced in the House on Tuesday.
“The Deepwater Horizon tragedy has taken human life and resulted in the greatest environmental disaster this country has ever faced,” said Crenshaw. “The shores, wildlife, fisheries and economy along the Gulf are reeling and the spill’s impact is being felt further away. We must put all our energies into plugging the leak, determining its cause, and enacting a plan to ensure it never happens again.”

“By rescinding liability protections currently enjoyed by big oil and reforming the Minerals Management Service (MMS) which oversees offshore drilling, the Oil Spill Prevention Act takes firm and necessary steps in that direction,” he continued. “BP must bear the full financial burden of the disaster and federal regulators must be held accountable for a wide range of mistakes, including missed inspections and waivers for environmental permits.” 
Specifically, the Oil Spill Prevention Act would:

· Prevent conflicts of interest by separating the inspections office responsible for safety and environmental protection from the leasing office, which collects revenues; 

· Require random drug testing of MMS employees; 

· Eliminate the revolving door between MMS and oil companies by requiring MMS employees to wait a minimum of two years before working for an oil company; 

· Strengthen oversight by mandating that missed inspections be rescheduled and eliminating categorical exemptions from environmental requirements; and 

· Eliminate the cap on the financial liability of oil companies responsible for offshore spills. 
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