CRENSHAW BILL HELPS FOREST SERVICE MORE EFFICIENTLY MANAGE FLORIDA’S NATURAL RESOURCES
Florida National Forest Land Adjustment Act passes House
WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today (3/17) announced House passage of the Florida National Forest Land Adjustment Act (HR 3954) – legislation he helped write to provide the National Forest Service with new flexibility to efficiently manage its lands.
The bipartisan bill, also co-sponsored by Congressman Allen Boyd (D-FL) and Jeff Miller (R-FL), now moves to the United States Senate. In urging his colleagues to back the measure, Crenshaw delivered the following statement on the floor of the House on Wednesday afternoon prior to HR 3954’s passage:

“Mr. Speaker, the National Forest Service does a fantastic job of managing this nation’s natural resources –  across the nation and in my home state of Florida.  And, they deserve to have the tools and flexibility they need to efficiently accomplish this job.

“That’s why I’ve joined with my fellow Florida colleagues Allen Boyd and Jeff Miller in introducing the bipartisan Florida National Forest Land Adjustment Act and so strongly urge its passage.  Each of us has focused on a portion of the bill to ensure the comprehensive measure represents strong public policy that will embolden the Forest Service’s overall mission. 

“In Leon County, there is a 114-acre-parcel of land known as tract W-1979 that has evolved into an unmanageable problem area for the Apalachicola National Forest outside Tallahassee. Due to its configuration and surrounding development, the vegetation cannot be managed through prescribed fire. Although a very valuable tract from a real estate and commercial aspect, it has lost its National Forest character.

“In an effort to provide the Forest Service with a method to manage this land, my provision of our joint bill would add this tract of land to the list of lands that the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to sell. Any proceeds from a prospective sale would allow the Forest Service to purchase other lands within the Forest that are more manageable and will enhance National Forests in Florida. 

“Mr. Speaker, with the type of flexibility that our bill proposes, the Forest Service will be able to more effectively manage our nation’s precious resources for generations to come. I’m grateful for the work that my colleagues have put in to this bill and strongly encourage its passage.”
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