CRENSHAW: “DIFFERENT YEAR, SAME GAME” BEING PLAYED BY VA. HOUSE MEMBERS OVER NUCLEAR AIRCRAFT CARRIER HOMEPORTING FUNDS

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today (5/13) issued the following statement underscoring his strong opposition to an amendment offered by the Hampton Roads Virginia Congressional Delegation to strip $2 million in Fiscal Year 2011 Navy military construction planning and design funds targeted for the homeporting of a nuclear aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport.

“It’s a different year, but the same game is being played by those who think they know better than the Chief of Naval Operations, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Secretary of Defense,” said Crenshaw, a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs. “It amazes me that four years of review, countless hearings, and intense review of comprehensive military analyses at the highest levels are not enough to convince my colleagues from Virginia that it’s time to put national security first.” 

“The Navy recommended and the Secretary of Defense concurred in the Quadrennial Defense Review that national security dictates our country should have two nuclear aircraft carrier homeports on the East Coast - Naval Station Mayport being one of them,” Crenshaw continued. “But, members the Virginia Congressional Delegation take a different view from our top defense leaders. In my book, they have even less of a leg to stand on this year than they did last year now that the Secretary of Defense has spoken. Make no mistake about it, I will fight against this latest game to deny Mayport funding this year just as I successfully did last year.”

The members of the Virginia delegation have offered an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2011 National Defense Authorization Act which would strip $2 million in Navy Military Construction planning and design funds that would be applied the homeporting of a nuclear aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport. The House Armed Services Readiness Committee passed the amendment.
In Fiscal Year 2010, Members of the Virginia Delegation offered an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2010 National Defense Authorization Act to strip $46.3 million in dredging from the Navy’s military construction account. Crenshaw led the fight to restore the funding in the House Appropriations Committee, and it ultimately passed the Senate Armed Services Committee and Senate Appropriations Committee, and was signed into law by the President.  
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