CRENSHAW ISSUES STATEMENT ON GAO REPORT
THAT REVIEWS NAVY’S BASING DECISION PROCESS

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today (5/11) issued the following statement regarding the release of a Government Accounting Office Report (GAO) that reviews  Navy’s  basing decision process:
”The GAO report takes a look at  how the Navy conducts all it basing decisions, but does not review the Navy’s specific  process for selecting Naval Station Mayport as a nuclear aircraft carrier homeport.  

“I encourage the Navy to implement the GAO recommendations so their homeporting process for all ships will be more streamlined. However, I expect the GAO would admit that something as important as a homeporting decision not only requires standardized mechanical formulas, it must also include invaluable military judgment with national security in mind in basing decisions.

“The ruling to homeport a carrier at Mayport was just that - a combination of analytic formula and military judgment of the current and former Navy Secretaries, the current and former Chief of Naval Operations, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Secretary of Defense.  All agreed and are on record that homeporting all of our nuclear aircraft carriers and the only carrier maintenance facility on the East Coast was an unacceptable risk. The historical record is clear: the Navy and the Department of Defense have reviewed the Mayport homeporting decision at all levels with intense scrutiny.

“Like any report, this GAO document must be read in its entirety, and the appendix lays out a decade-long history of making Mayport nuclear capable.  It is fact based and does not contain ANY recommendations from GAO regarding previous rulings on Mayport.  Moreover, it lays out the meticulous level of strategic and risk-based rationale the Navy conducted in this process.”
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