CRENSHAW: HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE APPROVES MILCON BILL CONTAINING MAYPORT, BLOUNT ISLANDS PROJECT FUNDS

$2 million for Mayport Planning and Design, $74.53 million for Blount Island projects on track for full House consideration
WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today(7/20) announced House Appropriations Committee approval of the Fiscal Year 2011 Military Construction (MILCON) and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. The legislation contains $2 million in planning and design funds for the continued nuclearization of Naval Station Mayport and $74.53 million for Marine Corps projects at Blount Island.

“Full committee approval of planning and design funds to help make Naval Station Mayport nuclear ready and resources for the Marine Corps Command at Blount Island signal continued commitment to national security initiatives on the First Coast,” said Crenshaw, a member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs, who presented the FY 2011 MILCON and Veterans Affairs budget during full Appropriations Committee consideration of the bill on Tuesday. “My subcommittee understood the need for this funding and approved it last week with my strong support. Today, the full Appropriations Committee concurred, and I expect Congress will ultimately do the same.” 
“The Navy has underscored that national security dictates that a nuclear aircraft carrier be homeported at Mayport,” Crenshaw continued. “With the Quadrennial Defense Review reinforcing that decision, we are now on track for approving the projects needed to make the base nuclear ready.” 
During Tuesday’s consideration of the MILCON bill, the full Appropriations Committee also approved funds to expand United States Marine Corps Blount Island Command’s capability to accept more equipment returning from Iraq and Afghanistan and service our pre-position ships and equipment more efficiently. Resources targeted for expanding storage capabilities, overhauling equipment, and shipping play an integral role in making sure our Marines receive well-maintained equipment in a timely manner.

Additionally, the committee included Crenshaw’s initiative to re-allocate $14 million to the Veterans Benefits Administration to allow the VA to retain 306 education claims processors. The measure would help ensure that GI education benefits claims are processed in a timely fashion and is paid for by using funds previously obligated to a VA Information Technology program that has since been cancelled.

###
