CRENSHAW REPEATS DEMAND FOR MAJORITY TO SCHEDULE ACTION ON FUNDING BILLS
“Leadership needed and needed now” on emergency supplemental and traditional appropriations bills

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today (6/10) joined House Appropriations Republicans in calling on the Majority to schedule action on the emergency war and disaster relief supplemental and Fiscal Year 2011 Appropriations bills. In a letter to House Appropriations Chairman David Obey and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Crenshaw reiterated an offer Republicans made two months ago to work with Democrats to complete the bills.
“With a deficit topping $1.4 trillion this year and a debt exceeding $13 trillion, leadership is needed and needed now. That’s why I’ve joined in calling on the Majority to return to an open and regular process and make a real effort to rein in spending,” said Crenshaw, a member of the Appropriations Committee. “Completing the emergency supplemental and the traditional appropriations bills - the cornerstones of government financial planning - is the only responsible route to take.  Hiding until after the November elections is just that - hiding - and not what we were sent here for.  Floridians and Americans all across the country set budgets and make the tough decisions they need to live within their means and expect Washington to do the same.” 

The full text of the letter to Speaker Pelosi and Chairman Obey follows:

June 10, 2010

The Honorable David Obey

Chairman

House Committee on Appropriations

H-218 U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Chairman Obey:

In an attempt to jump-start this year’s languishing appropriations process, we are writing again to express our willingness to work with you to expeditiously mark up the fiscal year (FY) 10 emergency supplemental funding bill as well as our subcommittee spending bills for FY 11, which is now less than four months away.  Our work on these critical measures is long overdue and it is incumbent upon our Committee to get its work done.  

On April 26th, Appropriations Republicans wrote you respectfully requesting that you schedule a full Committee mark-up of a clean emergency supplemental troop funding bill and allow this critical legislation to be considered through the traditional regular order process on the House floor.  Instead the full Committee markup of the emergency supplemental that was scheduled for May 27th was postponed at the last minute without explanation.  

We have since learned that your staff has been instructed to begin negotiating with the Senate majority staff on a supplemental spending package using the House Committee print and the Senate-passed supplemental to guide the negotiating process.  To say the least, it is highly unusual to begin Democrat-only negotiations with the Senate using a House bill that not only was never considered by the full House, it was not even considered by the Appropriations Committee.  

Additionally, in the April letter we asked for traditional mark-ups and an open rule process for each of the FY 11 appropriations bills.  Almost seven weeks have now passed since our letter was sent, and we are no further along in marking up the FY 11 spending bills than we were 45 days ago.  We are left to conclude by your silence and the lack of a Committee markup schedule that you have no intention of moving any appropriations bills this year.  

The failure of the House majority thus far to begin the FY 11 Appropriations bills and the failure to produce even a basic budget blueprint portends another failed process this year and brings into sharp focus legitimate questions about the House majority’s ability to govern.  Short of immediate action, this year will mark the first time in more than 15 years that the House Appropriations Committee has failed to move any of its regular bills out of full Committee by the end of June.  By contrast, under Republican stewardship in 2005 and 2006, the House Appropriations Committee moved all but one of the spending bills through the full Committee and off the House floor—under an open rule process—by the end of June each year.   

This failure to act comes at a time when the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) is projecting a deficit in 2010 of $1.4 trillion and when the government’s total debt has already risen past $13 trillion, the result of the unprecedented and unrestrained spending over the last three years. This current fiscal path will lead to even larger deficits in the future and are a recipe for fiscal disaster.  For example, according to CBO’s estimate of the President’s Budget, deficits in 2020 will still be about $1 trillion despite a recovered economy and federal tax revenues above their historical level; furthermore the government would be spending more just on interest on the debt than it would on all discretionary spending combined.  Such record levels of debt, deficits and spending would undermine our Nation’s economic prosperity, create even greater instability in domestic and global financial markets, and threaten current and future generations.  

These troubling facts underscore the critical need for the House Appropriations Committee to lead.   After 18 months in office, the President and his Administration have failed to take any concrete steps toward real, meaningful deficit reduction.  The establishment of a presidential commission to address spending forestalls any recommendations or decisions until after the November elections.  And, the planning guidance issued to federal agencies by OMB Director, Peter Orszag, to reduce next year’s proposed spending by five percent next year is no substitute for making tough spending decisions now.  

Mr. Chairman, we urge you to join us in promptly developing a clean emergency supplemental spending bill and producing fiscal year 2011 bills that not only demonstrate a willingness to make tough spending decisions, but embrace a commitment to fiscal discipline the American people are now demanding.  

