CRENSHAW: $ 2 MILLION IN MAYPORT PLANNING AND DESIGN FUNDS AND BLOUNT ISLAND PROJECTS MOVING FORWARD

House Appropriations Subcommittee Passes Fiscal Year 2011 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Budget

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today (7/14) announced that the Fiscal Year 2011 Military Construction (MILCON) and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies Appropriations bill passed the subcommittee level and contains $2 million in planning and design funds for the continued nuclearization of Naval Station Mayport and $74.53 million for Marine Corps projects at Blount Island.

“Approval of planning and design funds for Naval Station Mayport represents another welcome step toward making this base into a nuclear carrier homeport,” said Crenshaw, who received praise for his dedication to our troops and veterans from the Subcommittee Chairman and Ranking Member during consideration of the bill. “National security grounds the decision to homeport a nuclear aircraft carrier at Mayport: that decision has been made by the Navy and reinforced by the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review. Now the focus turns to directing the funds toward projects that are necessary to make this base nuclear ready. On Tuesday (7/13) I encouraged Chief Naval Officer Gary Roughead to take steps to nuclearize Mayport as quickly as possible, and I am pleased that today’s subcommittee action moves us in that direction.”

“United States Marine Corps Command at Blount Island is also deserving of funding to help expand its capability to accept more equipment returning from Iraq and Afghanistan and service our pre-positioning ships and equipment more efficiently,” said Crenshaw, a member of the subcommittee.  “Resources targeted for expanding storage capabilities, overhauling equipment, and shipping play an integral role in making sure our Marines receive well-maintained equipment in a timely manner.”

“I look forward to stewarding these initiatives through the remaining portion of the appropriations process,” said Crenshaw. “I am confident that Congress will ultimately approve these projects that our troops and veterans deserve and our military leaders say this country needs.”   

Additionally, the subcommittee unanimously passed an amendment introduced by Crenshaw to re-allocate $14 million to the Veterans Benefits Administration to allow the VA to retain 306 education claims processors. The amendment, which would help ensure that GI education benefits claims are processed in a timely fashion, is paid for by using funds previously obligated to a VA Information Technology program that has since been cancelled.

The Fiscal Year 2011 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies passed the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs with a unanimous vote. The $141.1 billion bill now moves to the full House Appropriations Committee for consideration.  

