Crenshaw: Fisheries Council Move to Close Red Snapper Fishery Poses Grave Impact to Commercial and Recreational Industry

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today (12/3) underscored his “grave opposition” to South Atlantic Marine Fishery Council’s (SAMFC) move to close the red snapper fishery off the Florida coast to commercial and recreational fishing.

On December 3, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration announced a temporary, 6-month ruling, effective January 4, to prohibit commercial and recreation fishing for red snapper in federal waters off North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and the Atlantic Coast of Florida.

Crenshaw voiced his opposition to the interim rule in the Federal Register and joined Congressman John Mica in introducing H.R. 3307, which directs the Secretary of Commerce to conduct a study of red snapper in the South Atlantic fishery and delay ruling until new study data can be utilized.

“I have serious concerns over the data used to back the South Atlantic Marine Fishery Council’s recommendation and this move,” said Crenshaw. “Preserving the viability of the fisheries off the South Atlantic Coast is a top priority. However, acting in haste would gravely impact the State of Florida.”

“The recreational and commercial fishing industry off our coast has a tremendous economic impact on the economy,” Crenshaw continued. “Saltwater recreational fishing generated $7.6 billion in sales and more than 131,000 jobs for the state of Florida over a ten year period from 1997-2006.  And, commercial fishing during the same period of time produced $5.2 billion in sales and 103,000 jobs.”  

“I am confident that the interests of the Department of Commerce in managing our fisheries and my goal of saving jobs and revenue in the state of Florida are not mutually exclusive,” said Crenshaw. “Through careful action and consideration, we can sustain the fishery and the fishing industry in Florida.”
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