CRENSHAW COMPLETES OFFICIAL DELEGATION VISIT

TO AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN

Meets with troops on the ground, General Stanley McChrystal

 and top regional military commanders during tour

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw today completed an official Congressional Delegation visit (CODEL) to Afghanistan and Pakistan led by Congressman Norm Dicks (D-WA), member of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee. Crenshaw issued the following statement upon arriving at Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany from Islamabad, Pakistan on Sunday evening. (3/7).

“No serviceman or woman should remain in battle a day longer than is absolutely necessary. As U.S. forces on the ground in Afghanistan and Pakistan wage a valiant fight against terrorism, I was humbled to see first-hand their dedication and the focus of their top leader General Stanley McChrystal and his commanders,” said Crenshaw, a Member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs. “General McChrystal has demonstrated steady progress toward stabilizing the region that deserves respect.  More importantly, however, we owe our troops honor and thanks for fighting against terrorism in this war torn portion of the world, particularly the wounded warriors who are recovering from battle injuries at Landstuhl, Germany and other DOD military hospitals.”

The bipartisan Congressional delegation included six Members of Congress who departed Andrews Air Force Base on March 4 en route to Ramstein Air Force Base in Germany where they arrived on Friday, March 5. The CODEL was briefed on the on-going operations in Afghanistan by General McChrystal, senior Afghan cabinet members and USAID leadership.    After departing Kabul, the CODEL traveled to Islamabad, Pakistan on Sunday, March 7 to discuss operations in that country with top leaders at the U.S. Embassy and Ministry of Defense.  The CODEL will return to the United States on Monday, March 8 through Germany where they will visit the brave men and women being treated at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center.

 

Security precautions prohibited announcement of the CODEL until the delegation departed from Pakistan.

KEY POINTS OF THE TOUR INCLUDED: 

· At Ramstein Air Force Base (3/5), the group was briefed by General Roger Brady, Commander of United States Air Forces in Europe and toured operations at Ramstein including the 24- hour, 7-day-a-week re-supply mission to Afghanistan and Iraq run from the base.

· In Kabul, Afghanistan (3/6), Crenshaw and his colleagues met with General Stanley McChrystal, Commander, International Security Assistance Force and Commander, U.S. Forces Afghanistan as well as US troops on the ground including those from the state of Florida. Other highlights included a visit to Camp Eggers, a discussion of USAID stabilization efforts in the country and meetings with senior Afghan cabinet members.

· In Islamabad, Pakistan (3/7), the group met Vice Admiral Michael A. LeFever, Commander, Office of the Defense Representative to Pakistan,  U.S. troops on the ground and U.S. Embassy Officials, including Gerald Feirstein, Deputy Chief of Mission in Islamabad.

· In Landstuhl, Germany (3/8), before returning to Andrews Air Force Base outside Washington, DC, the group will meet with wounded warriors at Landstuhl Army Regional Medical.  Landstuhl treats all wounded service members from Afghanistan and Iraq before they were flown back to Walter Reed or Bethesda Medical Centers in the United States.
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