Crenshaw Bill Naming White Springs, Florida Post Office For WWII Vet Passes House

Heroism of the late Clyde L. Hillhouse to be Permanently Honored

December 2, 2009

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw fulfilled his commitment to permanently honor the heroism of the late World War II Veteran Clyde L. Hillhouse with House passage of legislation to designate the White Springs, Florida Post Office in Hillhouse’s name.

Crenshaw’s bill unanimously passed the House on December 1  and will next be taken up by the United States Senate.

“Clyde L. Hillhouse’s contributions to our country will soon receive the recognition they deserve - a permanent tribute at the heart of the community he loved and served for so many years,” said Crenshaw, who delivered a tribute to Mr. Hillhouse on the floor of the House. “On behalf of his family and town, I’m proud to have helped highlight the quiet story of this heroic American who endured many sacrifices in the name of our great country. It is only fitting that current and future generations will have the opportunity to recall his legacy as they pass through their town.”

“While serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps, Mr. Hillhouse helped defend Corregidor Island in the Philippines against the Japanese in World War II after joining the military in 1940. After the fall of Corregidor Island, he was prisoner of war for over three-and-a-half years, surviving the infamous Bataan Death March, slave labor in the Philippines, and interment on the main island of Japan,” Crenshaw continued. “And, he didn’t stop his service to country after leaving the military. Upon returning home to White Springs, Florida, Mr. Hillhouse obtained a job at the U.S. Post Office where he served as the Postmaster until his retirement in 1973.”

“Naming the White Springs, Florida Post office in his honor is a permanent way to preserve the legacy of his dedication, service, and sacrifice to our great nation during World War II,” said Crenshaw. “It is also a way to pay tribute to his thirty years of dedication to the United States Postal Service.”

Specifically, the legislation (H.R. 3667) will designate the United States Post Office located at 16555 Spring Street in White Springs, Florida as the “Clyde L. Hillhouse Post Office Building.”  
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