HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE DEBATES CRENSHAW-BACKED AMENDMENT TO RESTORE $2 MILLION IN NUCLEAR AIRCRAFT CARRIER HOMEPORTING FUNDS FOR NAVAL STATION MAYPORT
WASHINGTON, DC – The House Armed Services Committee today (5/19) debated an amendment backed by Congressman Ander Crenshaw today to restore $2 million in Fiscal Year 2011 Navy military construction planning and construction funds targeted for homeporting a nuclear aircraft carrier at Naval Station Mayport.

Crenshaw took the action to counter a May 13 amendment offered by the Hampton Roads Virginia Congressional Delegation that stripped the $2 million from the Fiscal Year 2011 National Defense Authorization Act.  The House Armed Services Readiness Committee passed the Va. Delegation’s amendment on May 13.

“It’s a new year, but the same old game is being played by those who think they know better than the Chief of Naval Operations, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Secretary of Defense,” said Crenshaw, a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs. “Four years of review, countless hearings, and intense review of comprehensive military analyses at the highest levels are not enough to convince my colleagues from Virginia that it’s time to put national security first. I find that amazing.” 

“The Navy recommended and the Secretary of Defense concurred in the Quadrennial Defense Review that national security dictates our country should have two nuclear aircraft carrier homeports on the East Coast - Naval Station Mayport being one of them,” Crenshaw continued. “But, members the Virginia Congressional Delegation take a different view from our top defense leaders. In my book, they have even less of a leg to stand on this year than they did last year now that the Secretary of Defense has spoken. As Congress moves forward to fund our military for the coming year, I will take this fight to the House Appropriations Committee. Last year, I succeeded in reinstating Mayport funds there after a similar move by the Va. Delegation. I expect the same successful result this year.”

On May 19, House Armed Services Committee Members Congressmen Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Tom Rooney (R-FL) introduced and debated the merits of the amendment on Crenshaw’s behalf. The amendment was withdrawn with the understanding that this debate would continue after the Senate Armed Services Committee and the Appropriations Committees have acted.

BACKGROUND: In 2009, Members of the Virginia Delegation offered an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2010 National Defense Authorization Act to strip $46.3 million in dredging from the Navy’s military construction account. Crenshaw led the fight to restore the funding in the House Appropriations Committee, and it ultimately passed the Senate Armed Services Committee and Senate Appropriations Committee, and was signed into law by the President.  

###
