Crenshaw Secures $150 Million for Northeast Florida Defense Initiatives in

FY 2010 Defense Appropriations Conference Report

WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Ander Crenshaw, a member of the House Appropriations Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee, today (12/16) reaffirmed his commitment to the nation’s military by supporting passage of the Fiscal Year 2010 Defense Appropriations Conference Report - legislation containing $150 million for Northeast Florida defense programs. The bill passed the House by a vote of 395 to 34.
“Our men and women in uniform put their lives on the line every day for our freedom and deserve the appropriate resources to accomplish their goals in the field. Moreover, our military bases in Northeast Florida must have the most-advanced equipment to support our troops,” said Crenshaw. “I have long-backed our military personnel and installations as well as our defense industries as they manufacture and develop highly specialized equipment and technology to protect our national security. The funding levels in this defense bill help our troops at home and abroad and will play a major role in further protecting our national security. I’m proud to stand behind it.”

Northeast Florida military installations and defense industries - including Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Naval Station Mayport, USMC Blount Island, and Northrop Grumman in St. Augustine - will receive $150.8 million in the legislation due to Crenshaw’s commitment during the appropriations process. In particular, Crenshaw’s diligence in fighting for Northeast Florida defense dollars saved 70 jobs at Northrop Grumman’s St. Augustine, Florida plant.

Funding for the Northeast Florida region covers the following initiatives:

• Advanced Hawkeye - E-2D Aircraft: $649 million - $142 million above the Administration’s request - for the development of three E-2D Hawkeye aircraft and $362.5 million for the continued development of the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye aircraft. 

Crenshaw’s working in providing an additional $142 million prevented the loss of production of one aircraft; kept production unit cost down by 20%; and saved more than 70 jobs at Northrop Grumman’s St. Augustine, Florida facility.

The E-2D Advanced Hawkeye is the Navy’s carrier-based Airborne Early Warning and Battle Management Command and Control system, providing Theater Air and Missile Defense.  The system is designed to work with other Navy sea and air assets to detect, track, and defeat advanced cruise missile threats at extended range, providing necessary reaction time to respond to airborne threats.  This provides critical protection to our high value Navy assets such as aircraft carriers.

• Orion Solutions LLC: Jacksonville, FL company that has partnered with L-3 Communications - $1.6 million for the purchase of Low Frequency Active Towed Sonar System Organic Anti Submarine Warfare Capability system. The equipment is critical to anti submarine warfare advancements and improvements, which has been targeted as a top priority of the Chief of Naval Operations.

• Goodrich Engineered Polymer Products: located on Blount Island in Jacksonville - $1.6 million in advanced manufacturing funds for the Submarine Bow Domes and Rubber Boots project. The resources would be used to support the development on an out-of-autoclave material systems and processing technique to fabricate a submarine sonar bow dome and the associated rubber boot without the need for an autoclave. 

• OTO Melara North America, Inc.:  $1.6 million to support the 76mm Swarmbuster Capability Project. The purpose of the funding would be to integrate information from the MK 15 Close-in Weapons System with the 76mm gun which is used of FFG-7 class ships for protection against high-speed maneuvering surface threats. Naval Station Mayport is home to almost all East Coast FFG-7 frigates.

• L-3 Communications: Jacksonville’s American Valley Aviation is prime subcontractor for this program. $800,000 million for the development of a small electro-optical/infrared turret for use on low-coast expendable unmanned aerial vehicles.

• University of North Florida: $3.2 million for the Ruggedized Military Laptop Fuel Cell Power Supply project. The funding would be used for the development of a prototype ruggedized direct methanol fuel cell powered laptop power supply. A goal of the initiative is to reduce reliance on batteries and simplify the supply chain for military field electronics.
• Nanotherapeutics: Firm that is conducting Veterans Affairs (VA) research at the Lake City VA Hospital. $1.6 million for the Anti-Microbial Bone Graft Product project. Funding would be used to evaluate the ability to expedite the healing of open tibia and femoral fractures among injured U.S. soldiers thus preventing death or further injury from infections.
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